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Control Act of 1986. The House earlier voted 238 to 173 
to approve the act. 
The House votes 378 to 16 to approve the Omnibus 
Drug Act and the Senate approves it by a voice vote. 
Completing congressional action, the Senate votes 84 to 
2 to provide $16.3 billion for the Water Resources Con- 
servation, Development and Infrastructure Improvement 
and Rehabilitation Act. 
President Reagan signs the $9-billion toxic waste control 
bill. 
Oct. 18—After passing a flurry of minor bills, the 99th Con- 
gress ends its second and final session. 
Oct. 21—President Reagan signs the $11.7-billion Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act. 
Oct. 22—President Reagan signs the Tax Reform Act of 
1986. 
President Reagan signs the bill that requires a stronger 
program to rid the nation’s schools of asbestos. 
Oct. 27—President Reagan signs the $1.7-billion Omnibus 
Drug Act. 
Politics 
Oct. 23—President Reagan begins a 13-state campaign tour 
to support Republican candidates for office. 


Science and Space 
Oct. 29—Saying that the government programs for control- 
ling AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) are 


not adequate to the AIDS “epidemic”’ that could become 
“catastrophic,” the National Academy of Sciences calls 
for a $2-billion-a-year education and research effort to 
stem the spread of the disease. 


Supreme Court 
Oct. 6—The Supreme Court begins its 1986-1987 term. 


Terrorism 

Oct. 28—Two bombs explode outside U.S. Army recruiting 
stations in Puerto Rico, and bombs outside 8 other re- 
cruiting stations are disarmed. 


VIETNAM 
(See Intl, UN) 


YUGOSLAVIA 
(See China) 


ZAMBIA 
Oct. 29—President Kenneth Kaunda says there is “sufficient 
circumstantial evidence” to hold South Africa responsible 
for the plane crash that killed Mozambican President 
Samora Machei. 


ZIMBABWE 
Oct. 21—Hundreds of black youths riot in Harare to protest 
Mozambican President Samora Machel’s death. a 
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siveness is a major limitation to improved working 
relations. 


PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE 


Initially caught in a conflict not of its own making, 
Honduras is now very much a part of the continuing 
crisis in Central America. The country is physically 
occupied by two foreign armies (United States and 
contra forces) and sometimes two other armies oper- 
ate in Honduran territory. The political system, barely 
able to withstand fractious parties, polarizing person- 
alism and excessive clientelism, must respond to the 
added demands imposed by extreme exile politics. The 
country’s chief ally, while talking peace, prepares for 
war and is willing to pay to ensure local conformity. 

Hondurans themselves have endured difficult 
regional conflicts that have spilled onto, if they have 
not originated on, their territory. However, the coun- 
try’s capacity to absorb the continuing conflict has 
limits. Institutionalized cynicism, in the form of cor- 
ruption and venality, have reached alarming levels. 
The military is deeply involved in profiteering, lead- 
ing businessmen have willingly defrauded the state, 
top-level politicians are respected and feared when 
they use corruption and cooptation, but they are rid- 
iculed and ignored when they choose to operate more 
openly and honestly. a 
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